(4) The next series of photographs illustrates the improvement in a case of confusion with grandiose delusions in a girl of 17.
The first picture shows the condition on admission; the second following medicinal treatm--ent shows her much improved but the subject of pathological mischievousness. The third, after operation by Mr. F. D. Marsh, for removal of septic tonsils and adelnoids, a more sober facial appearance and a diminution in the size of the goitre easily visible in the second picture.
The next pair of photographs shows the improvement in appearance of a case of confusion with grandiose ideation following removal of septic tonsils by Mr. F. D. Marsh.
The next pair of pictures illustrates the improvement in a case following treatment of oral and tonsillar sepsis in a girl the subject of delusional psychosis. She recovered. These are only a few examples illustrating the relation of chronic septic infection to mental and emotional disorders, and I am convinced that these chronic infective processes play a great part in the production of these disturbances.
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I have had, amongst others, some few very interesting cases of mouth sepsis that are worth a passing note:
Some twenty years ago a lady of good social position had what was then known as " Riggs's disease of the gums." It would now be recognized as an advanced and neglected pyorrhoea. Her teeth were all loose, especially the upper and lower incisors, covered with calculus, and her breath was very foul. She would not hear of artificial teeth because her " mother had never worn any." So I was not allowed to do anything except remove the calculus at intervals. One or two years after she first came to me pus began to form round the left upper central, which was quite free from caries. After the pus had begun to accumulate the pulp of this tooth died, with the usual pain (she refused extraction); this was followed by acute swelling, which rapidly extended up the left side of the nose. She complained of seeing dark spots on everything she looked at unless she covered the left eye. I sent her to an oculist; neither he ilor I could induce her to have the tooth extracted. Three days later the left eye suppurated and had to be enucleated. Her subsequent history is interesting. She has never had a tooth extracted, but they have all fallen out from alveolar absorption. Her age is now over 80 and she is wonderfully well.
Within ten days of seeing the foregoing case there occurred that of a hospital patient, aged between 30 and 40, with an acute swelling and abscess round the same tooth, i.e., the left upper central, also extending up the left side of the nose. The infiltration was so brawny that I took her into the hospital. I remloved the tooth and made a free opening into the abscess. The left eye suppurated and had to be removed. I lost sight of this patient, so do not know her subsequent history.
These are the only two cases of that sort that I have come across, and it is curious that they occurred within ten days of each other.
A group of four cases; one of these is remarkable.
A lady, aged about 49, single. Had been a patient of mine for many years. Her mouth would now be recognized as septic, but, according to the extent of my knowledge at that time, it was clean, with much alveolar absorption and so-called gum retraction. She was entering for an appointment that necessitated a medical certificate. The physician who had to pass her for this was a very able nman and well known for his thoroughness. He made, so he told me later, the usual examination of everything, and passed her as Al. Quite shortly after this, before the appointment was settled, two lower premolars left, with no caries, became inflamed. An appointment was made to exuract them, but was not kept, for the evening previous to the appointment she complained of sleepiness and rapidly became comatose. Her medical attendant was sent for; he obtained a specimen of her urine and found a heavy percentage of sugar. She died the next day. Post mortem nothing abnormal was found in any organ. In this case one seems to have witnessed the onset of the diabetes, and there was apparently no cause except the septic mouth.
The other three patients were all men-an army man and two who have never had to work. They were recognized diabetics when sent to me-all with very septic mouths which I cleansed, but I understand the sugar percentage has not decreased in any one of them.
One other curious case. A retired Army major; year 1919. Of fine physique and a very good cricketer. His right arm " began to tingle and after a short time it was getting numb," and in three to four weeks he could not voluntarily miove it. He saw several specialists, who told me they were nonplussed. Wassermann reaction carried out several times: always negative. His teeth were free from caries, and the few fillings had been carefully executed. His mouth was clean, except for slight loss of alveolus and gum retraction. In this year, 1919, I was a great believer in extraction, and I took out all his teeth. In five to six months all power had returned to his arm, and one year after the extractions he was able to bowl again and got quite a good average. I saw him a few weeks back; he is still grateful to me, but I often wonder whether with the very slight physical signs in his mouth I was right in extracting all those teeth. I have had other cases of moderate success, of course. But on the other hand I have had a very large number of acute disappointments. Patients have been sent to me for (1) joint and muscle pains, (2) malaise, (3) dyspepsia, (4) eye troubles, (5) ear troubles, (6) jaundice, (7) stomach troubles-suspected ulcers, and ? malignant disease.
For some years I have treated them by extraction of their teeth, and though the state of many of these patients has appeared for a time to have improved, I am unable to claim that three years after clearance of their mouths they were absolutely cured of the troubles with which they came to me, and a good proportion of them are worse. The stomach cases have certainly shown better results than the joint and muscle cases.
Dr. Townsend, superintendent of a private home for mental patients in Gloucestershire, tells me that for some years past he has made it a rule, whenever he could obtain permission from the relatives, to ensure that the patient has a clean mouth as early as possible after admission. His experience is that of all these patients dentally treated very few, if any, showed more improvement than those not treated, and also that he has been unable to trace any connexion between mouth sepsis and mental disorders. This is disappointing.
Against this he has had at least one good case. The patient was a man who became suddenlly suicidal. He was also a personal friend of mine and for ten years at least he had had a very filthy mouth which he would not have treated. When he went to the nmental home I obtained permission to clear his mouth and fit dentures-after about eighteen months he recovered and went back to his work. Bearing in mind these and other cases I have dealt with, my own mind is not at all settled as to how far dental and mouth sepsis is responsible for all the faults attributed to it. I am certainly convinced, from my many failures, that wholesale extraction on the slightest sign of sepsis can be carried too far. There are of course a large number of cases in which total extraction is the only correct and possible treatment, but again there are many cases (I see them daily all round me) which are treated by extraction, when I think the patient would be far better equipped to fight his own medical troubles by having the very superior mastication of his own teeth, allowing the patient's own internal economy to deal with the slight sepsis that will still continue.
Possibly We dentists are not without blame. We have no consensus of opinion on this matter. Some see pyorrhcea when there is only a simple gingivitis; some do not see pyorrhoea when to me the mouth is filthy. Some are apparently swayed by the patient who has culled his knowledge from the press; some are urged forward by enthusiastic X-ray specialists; some by medical confreres who send their patients on to us with " instructions " to have all their teeth out. This may not be so in London, but it is very much so in the country, and the result to-day is a massacre of teeth that "out-Herods Herod."
Dental surgeons should ask themselves "Quo vadis?" Are we going to be " extractors and adaptors," led by a foremost London dental surgeon, who, so far as I can make out, strongly advocates extraction in every case; or, shall we do all we can to preserve patients' teeth and keep them away from the indifferent mastication of dentures, at least until such time that mastication is not of such great value to them ? If the latter course, I would suggest to those responsible for the recent recruits to the dental profession to see to it that men have, when they start practice, something far better than the simple armamentarium they bring to-day, namely, prescriptions for saline mouth-washes, followed by X-ray photographs, then forceps, then dentures. This for every patient.
Dr. E. STOLKIND.
My remarks will only refer to the relation between infected teeth and general diseases and to the irrational extraction of teeth.
A large number of practitioners now attribute nearly one-third of all diseases, internal, nervous, mental, ocular and others, to focal infection from the teeth and gums. This conclusion was based in the first instance on some clinical observations and more recently on some bacteriological researches.
Streptococci, staphylococci and other bacteria were cultivated from the pus and alveolar abscesses, and the infected pulp of the teeth; and from the pus in cases of alveolar pyorrhcea. During the last twelve years Rosenow, and later Billings, Haden, Price and others, after performing experiments on lower animals came to the conclusion that there are marked evidences of specific elective-tissue affinity from the pathogenic streptococci from the various tissues and likewise of the primary foci. This discovery and the production of a similar infective process in the lower animals,
